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a. Hypothesis and Specific Aims:  State concisely and realistically the intent of the proposed research and the hypothesis to be tested. The specific aims should be relevant to the mission of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  Do not exceed one page.
b. Background and Significance: Briefly describe the background. Critically evaluate existing knowledge and specifically identify the gaps that the project is intended to fill. Concisely state the importance and rationale of this research by relating the specific aims to longer-term objectives. This section should also show the potential importance of the proposed work to CF, in particular in those areas listed as areas of special interest to CFF. In addition, describe the relationship of the proposed work to your long-term career goals. Preference will be given to applicants who express an interest in a long-term career in CF-related research.
c. Preliminary Results: If applicable, provide a detailed discussion of any preliminary results.
d. Experimental Design and Methods:
For applicants proposing to carry out Basic Research through this support mechanism:
Provide a detailed discussion of the experimental design and methods to be used to accomplish the specific aims. Describe the protocols, including methods for new techniques, and explain potential advantages over existing methodologies. Discuss the data expected to be obtained and the means by which data will be analyzed and interpreted. If human subjects are involved, provide details of the methods for patient selection and care.  Discuss potential difficulties and/or limitations of the proposed procedures and alternative approaches to achieve aims.  Point out any procedures, situations or materials that may be hazardous to personnel or patients and the precautions to be exercised.

For applicants proposing to carry out Clinical Research through this support mechanism:
Provide a detailed discussion of the experimental design and procedures to be used to accomplish specific aims. Please discuss: study hypothesis; primary and secondary outcome measures; study sample-inclusion and exclusion criteria; sample size estimates*; subject enrollment including age range; puberty status; gender distribution; randomization scheme if applicable; description of experimental procedures and schedule including a study time-line; drugs and dosage; measures of compliance; follow-up schedule including a study time-line for full project up to three years; efficacy and safety evaluation, data monitoring and quality control; and a description of your proposed data analysis and statistical procedures for your hypothesis testing. Although no page limit is specified for this section, make every attempt to be concise and succinct.

*For sample size estimates, please provide all estimates of means, standard deviations, rates or proportions used to calculate each of your sample size or power estimates. Please include in the statistical section whether you will use a one or two-tailed test, the power selected for such a test (if making a sample size calculation), and the reference for your sample size or power calculation. In instances of pilot studies where some of these parameters are unknown, we will accept your best estimates of the unknown parameters if preliminary data are not available, and if your calculation is a preliminary estimate before formal sample size can be calculated for a larger study. Please identify if you are making estimates from data or from personal estimates. This section must document access to adequate numbers of subjects. 

Discuss the potential difficulties and limitations of the proposed procedures and alternative strategies for achieving the aims

Literature Cited: References should be numbered in the sequence that they appear in the text and listed at the end of the Research Plan.  Each citation must include the names of authors, the name of the journal or book, volume number, page number and year of publication (titles are optional).



				1
